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Dear parents and carers,

It has been another busy week of learning beyond the classroom, with children taking
part in exciting visits that have helped bring their learning to life.

Our Year 3 pupils enjoyed a visit to Catford Synagogue as part of their RE learning
about Judaism. The children had the opportunity to learn more about Jewish beliefs,
traditions and places of worship, helping to deepen their understanding of different
faiths and cultures. The visit was a valuable experience and enabled the children to

make meaningful connections with their classroom learning.

Year 6 also had an enriching visit to the National Maritime Museum to support their
studies of Ernest Shackleton and his Antarctic expeditions. Exploring the museum’s
exhibits helped the children develop their understanding of the challenges faced by

early explorers and brought this fascinating period of history to life. The visit
sparked lots of discussion and curiosity, and the children represented the school

brilliantly throughout the day.

This morning, our School Councillors had the opportunity to meet with members of
the governing body. They answered a range of questions about life at John Donne
and spoke confidently and thoughtfully about their experiences in school. We were

incredibly proud of how articulate they were and how well they represented the
views of their classmates. Their contributions demonstrated the important role pupil

voice plays in helping to shape our school community.

These experiences are an important part of our curriculum, providing opportunities
for children to develop their knowledge through first-hand learning. We are grateful
to all of the staff who organise and support these visits, helping to create memorable

experiences that inspire and engage our pupils.

I hope you have a wonderful weekend and we will see you bright and early on Monday
morning.

Miss Rooney

Aspiration

We focused on the core value of ASPIRATION this week and used the life of Pablo Picasso to help
us think about what resilience is. Despite being a world famous artist now, Pablo Picasso faced

many challenges to achieving his dreams during his life time - he even had to burn his paintings to
keep warm! Red 3 reflected about what we can learn about aspiration from Pablo and shared,

'Pablo Picasso showed aspiration by aiming high and achieving the high goals that he set for
himself. Even when he was sad, he showed resilience and inspired us to keep trying!'

AttendanceAttendanceAttendance

Our School attendance target 98%
Our overall attendance this week is:  95.18%

Ticket winners this weekTicket winners this week  Ticket winners this week 

Halima R1
Kaylee R3

Aliya G6Kamaldeen R1

Hamzat G1, Adrian R1, Destiny R2, Jessica G2, Lina G2, Joan G3,
Paul G3, MIcheal R3, Jacob R4, Joy R4, Kawther G4, Sia G4, Leah

R5 Dairo R5, Dana R6, Rocsi R6, Diamond G6, Zuriel G6

Zakari G1, Esther R1, Ellis G2, Mayra S G2, Ayesha R2, Imani R3,
Wurami R3, Angel G3, Ezekiel G3, Aaliyah G4, Olivia G4, Edric R4,

Hannah R4, Ezra R5, Vito R5 Ibrahim R6, Manha R6
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December
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CHRISTMAS
21st
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2026
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Dates Event/Trip Year Group

9th October 2026 National Maritime Museum Year 4

14th October 2026 Sports Day Nursery and Reception

16th October 2026 Sports Day Year 1-6

Key Apps that John Donne UseKey Apps that John Donne UseKey Apps that John Donne Use
We currently use the following apps: 

Study Bugs: To report your child’s illness
Arbor: you can view your childs studentprofile and make
payments to trips etc

Notice: New Changes with how we use Arbor
All consent for trips will now go through the Arbor App. We will no longer be

using paper slips. When paying for your child’s trip etc please ensure you select
consent for your child to attend. 

Term DatesTerm DatesTerm Dates

Key Dates for your Diary/CalendarKey Dates for your Diary/CalendarKey Dates for your Diary/Calendar

Lunch Time menuLunch Time menuLunch Time menu

Next weeks Menu

3

https://www.johndonne.southwark.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=698&type=pdf
https://www.johndonne.southwark.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=698&type=pdf
https://www.johndonne.southwark.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=712&type=pdf


Year 1: Tuesday
Year 2: Friday

Year 3: Thursday
Year 4: Tuesday
Year 5: Monday

Year 6: Wednesday

PE DaysPE DaysPE Days

Reminders for Parents:Reminders for Parents:Reminders for Parents:

 A healthy packed lunch should include

items such as a sandwich, wrap or

pasta, fresh fruit and vegetables, and

water. Please remember that we are a

nut-free school and ask that no nuts or

nut-containing products are included

in lunchboxes. 

Healthy PackedHealthy Packed  
LunchesLunches

Healthy Packed 
Lunches

Swimming LessonsSwimming LessonsSwimming Lessons
Year 3 will be going Swimming

from next week friday

Letter here!

Please can you label your childrens belongings as we
have had many missing jumpers/cardigans already.

We advise you label in the collar or tag area your
childs name and current Year group. 

For any lost property please check the Lost & found
located in the bottom hall to the far corner. 

Lost PropertyMusic Lessons
If your child is interested in

Piano, Violin, Guitar etc
please contact: 

Ms Rebecca Hollweg
07776345582

TaekwondoTaekwondo  Taekwondo 
WITH MASTER WILLIAMS

Thursday 8AM - For Years 3 & 4 
Free Taster Sessions!!!
Please contact Miss McDonald for more information or to

sign up for your free session.

https://www.johndonne.southwark.sch.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=777&type=pdf


Celebrate BlackCelebrate Black
History MonthHistory Month

Celebrate BlackCelebrate Black
History MonthHistory Month

Celebrate Black History Month with us!
 Explore inspiring stories, remarkable Black composers, family activities,

reading recommendations and local events. Pupils and families are
encouraged to learn, create and celebrate the achievements and

contributions of Black people throughout history, with opportunities to
take part in our Black History Month competition too.

Read More

https://www.jdacademy.org.uk/attachments/download.asp?file=791&type=pdf


Other Information:Other Information:  Other Information: 

Zippos Circus are visiting Peckham next week, and they always value the opportunity

to connect with the communities that welcome them during our stay.

They strongly believe that all children and young people should have access to the

arts and the opportunity to experience live performance. With this in mind, they

would like to offer all children and their families discounted tickets for their show,

hopefully helping make a visit to the circus more accessible for the local community.

https://greenwichtheatre.org.uk/events/radio-lollipops-talent-showcase/
https://zippos.seetickets.com/tour/zippos-circus-plumstead


Hopefully you have heard about the free Bell House Dyslexia Fair on 26th

September? It's a family-focused, community event full of hands-on activities,

workshops and talks, with plenty of experts on hand to offer advice to parents and

practitioners. You can find out more here - it would be really great if you could

share the link and information with your staff and families:

https://www.bellhouse.co.uk/dyslexia-fair-2026

https://www.bellhouse.co.uk/dyslexia-fair-2026
https://www.bellhouse.co.uk/dyslexia-fair-2026
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